Sections describe the influenza virus itself and its epidemiological impact on different age groups and on the health care services. The use of inactivated vaccines in the elderly and in children are discussed. The development and experience with live vaccines and with antivirals are described. The use of genetic manipulation or peptide synthesis to determine the immunogenic potential of different parts of the influenza virus genome are explored. Several papers are concerned with the evidence for the cell-mediated responses and their relation to immunity.
There are several salutory thoughts among the contributions. One is that attempting to control influenza is akin to trying to hit a moving target with an arrow shot from a great distance. Another draws attention to the gap between intellectual acceptance by health care professionals that a preventive measure is effective, and the will to deliver it to potential beneficiaries. This is a book for the enthusiast (or the library) rather than for the general reader, but is none the Worse for that. J R DAVIES Deputy Director Public Health Laboratory Service Board, London
Neonatal and Pediatric Respiratory Medicine
A D Milner & R J Martin (eds) pp 242 £40 ISBN Q-407-D2311-9 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1985 This is a particularly useful set of 11 review articles, which I strongly recommend to paediatricians both in training and in post.
The first chapter, on resuscitation of the newborn, is a model of medical writing combining clarity and an interesting approach to the subject. Then follow sound reviews of the regulation of respiratory muscles, high frequency ventilation, bronchopulmonary dysplasia, cardiorespiratory monitoring in the sudden infant death syndrome. and the uses of the fibreoptic bronchoscope. There is an especially helpful review of the diagnosis and management of upper airway obstruction by Olinsky and Phelan. The recent study of bronchial responsiveness has given the most useful insights into the pathogenesis and treatment of asthma, and the superbly lucid chapter on this subject by Silverman and Wilson is invaluable. The book concludes with a detailed but slightly uncritical review of allergy in cystic fibrosis, and an interesting account of the outcome in later life for those with respiratory disease in childhood. This is an excellent and unusually useful book that most paediatricians will want to own, but sadly I fear that the high price will deter many. expert close colleagues to produce a well balanced account of lymph nodes and the important disorders affecting them. All fifteen chapters make enjoyable reading. The subject matter is traditionally arranged with early chapters covering functional nodal anatomy and routine and specialized laboratory methods including immunohistochemical techniques and phenotypic markers. There follows a valuable comprehensive practical account of the inflammatory and reactive disorders of nodes. Interesting descriptions of nodal vascular disturbances and immune disorders follow. Hodgkin's disease is well handled. Perhaps the most difficult conditions to understand and interpret these days are the malignant lymphomas other than Hodgkin's disease. This diverse group is dealt with exceptionally well by Dr Stansfeld in three separate chapters delineating the low-grade B-cell lymphomas, high-grade lymphomas and the peripheral T-cell lymphomas. The revised Kiel classification is favoured. Finally there are useful chapters on other haematological malignancies, histiocytoses and histiocytic neoplasms and metastatic tumours and inclusions in lymph nodes. The numerous black and white illustrations are of the highest standard throughout. The index is full and helpful. I enthusiastically recommend this invaluable British book.
J B STEWART

Consultant Histopathologist Epsom District Hospital, Surrey
Principles of Practice Management W Fabb & J Fry (ed) p 240 £25.00 ISBN D-8520o-B59--7 Lancaster: MTP Press 1984 Once every three years general practitioners from around the world gather together to discuss current issues and problems in primary care. In 1986 the WONCA meeting was held at the Barbican in London; in 1983 it was Singapore, and before that New Orleans and Montreaux in Switzerland. It was at these meetings that a group of doctors conceived the idea of this book and several of them have contributed material to the final product.
It may be thought that there is such a diversity of social and political traditions and such a range of systems of medical care that it would be impossible to find common ground within the diverse discipline of primary care. However, it is a common experience of doctors working in the community that patient needs, expectations and concerns do not differ markedly and that the principles of provision of a caring, effective and efficient primary care service are similarly universal.
Inevitably in a multi-author book, the individual chapters are variable in quality, and developments which some would consider avant-garde are old hat to others. Nevertheless, topics as diverse as the health team and medical records, health promotion, researc~, and learning and teaching are tackled by Australians and New Zealanders, Americans, South Africans and Britons, whilst Dr Rajakumar, Chairman of the College of General Practitioners in Malaysia, contributes an interesting chapter on the unique problem presented by the practice of in dependent primary care in developing nations. It is, perhaps, a weakness of the book that, apart from this single example, all of the contributors come from countries with a strong Anglo-Saxon tradition and therefore a shared heritage and language, although this does not detract from the value of their indi-vidual perspectives. It may, indeed, reflect the fact that the worldwide renaissance of general practice or family medicine has been led by the English-speaking world, with the United Kingdom in the forefront.
Few established general practitioners could fail to find new and interesting ideas in this volume, whilst trainees would obtain an excellent overview of current thinking in practice management and organization. Indeed, anyone with a personal or professional interest in the development of primary care would be well advised to buy or borrow a copy.
ERIC GAMBRILL
Associate Adviser in General Practice British Postgraduate Medical Federation, London African AIDS: a bibliography pp 20 £5 London: Bureau of Hygiene and Tropical Diseases 1985 This booklet contains just over 50 abstracts of papers on various aspects ofthe acquired immune deficiency syndrome in Africa that have been published since mid-1983. Some abstracts predate the generally accepted view now that the causative agent of AIDS is human immunodeficiency virus (HIV).
The abstracts cover the serological work which distinguishes AIDS-related Kaposi's sarcoma from the endemic African type, the low male to female ratio (1.1:1) among African AIDS cases, the importance of heterosexual transmission and the widely held view that HIV or a similar virus originated in Africa. However, some of the seroepidemiology may have to be repeated in view of the problems with falsepositive anti-HIV results on African sera. The case reports offer a sketchy impression of the difference in clinical spectrum between African AIDS and that seen elsewhere. Several papers in the section on retroviruses deal with HTLV-I which now seems less relevant as HIV appears more closely related to lentiviruses.
Overall, the booklet is of interest in tracing the unfolding of knowledge about African AIDS and will be of benefit to those possessing a reasonable grounding in the subject. Newcomers to the field might be confused by the conflicting views expressed in some of the abstracts. Since publication of this booklet, much has been learnt but it is clear that a great deal more work is required before the mysteries of African AIDS are unravelled.
C A CARNE
Lecturer in Genitourinary Medicine Middlesex Hospital Medical School, London
Computer Techniques in Clinical Medicine P W Macfarlane pp 252 £36 hbk ISBN 0-407-00250-2 Sevenoaks: Butterworths 1985 I enjoyed reading this book, although I remain unsure for whom it was written. The title would suggest that the contents are devoted to the use of computers in clinical care. This is not the case, for large sections deal with the role of computers in hospital administration.
The opening chapter provides an excellent introduction to computers and computing and thoroughly explains many of the current 'buzz' words, as well as taking a fascinating look at the history and background of computers. It is perhaps a reflection of the degree to which we lag behind out colleagues in North America, that the chapter on hospital information systems describes the computerization of a hospital in Pennsylvania. Could we hope that those responsible for installing patient administration systems in the UK might learn something from this chapter?
The remainder of the book deals with a wide range of applications of computers, mainly dedicated mini or micro machines in various areas of medicine. A frequent fault in these chapters is that the authors have been allowed to stray too far from computing into their own specialty. This is particularly the case in the three chapters which cover the use of computers in the radiological specialties. I am disappointed that so little of the book is given over to the use of computers in primary care and that this is restricted to general practitioner systems and a small section on computerized diagnosis. This is one area worthy of expansion.
I . Apart from the introduction by the editors, the nine chapters are the work of fifteen authors. This means that the content and style of the book as a whole has a variegated quality. But this is not a drawback. Indeed, it adds to its interest. In their brief preface, the editors use the word 'substantial' twice -a word not misplaced as far as the scope of the contents is concerned.
As a psychotherapist, I was particularly glad to read Gallwey's thought-provoking chapter on 'The Psychodynamics of Borderline Personality'. It is good that a therapist of his experience attempted such an intricate task. The chapter by Mullen and Maack on 'Jealousy, Pathological Jealousy, and Aggression' is memorable for two reasons. Firstly, its English is excellent and it positively invites reading. Secondly, Lara Maack's cartoons offaces exhibiting rivalry, envy and jealousy add a vivid visual aid to a sombre subject. Hepworth's contribution on 'Dangerousness and the Mental Health Review Tribunal' is undoubtedly 'substantial'. The diagrammatic style of illustrating this complex subject certainly pays off. It is to be hoped that he might be able to produce a codicil to indicate any changes reflecting the legislation of the Mental Health Act (1983) because his chapter was understandably based upon that of 1959.
Finally, there seems to be a vacuum because there is no contribution from the staff of the special hospitals, where relevant experience in the field of managing dangerous patients must surely lie.
In essence, this book is a 'must' for the forensic psychiatrist. And for the general professional reader, it commands interest. MURRAY Cox Consultant Psychotherapist Broadmoor Hospital, Berkshire
